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THE ATLANTIC SLAVE TRADE
Why was Africans Enslaved?
     Eric Williams quoted, "Slavery was not born of racism: rather, racism was the consequence of slavery… the origin of Negro slavery was economic, not racial; it had to do not with the color of the cheapness of the labor." The rise of African slavery was tied up to capitalism. There existed landlords and laborers. The Landlord included the rich where most of them were the whites while the laborers consisted of the Africans. The Landlords owned the means of production thus controlled the production means. The capitalist's decision of holding Africans in hereditary bondage was based on the issue that African labour was cheap than any other labour in the parts of America and the West Indies. 
     In the Caribbean, slavery is more involved with the Negros. It is believed that racism was a consequence of slavery and not vice versa. Therefore, the Africans were made slaves for not being white. In the new world, expensive labor was white, brown, Catholic, yellow, pagan and protestant. The first time slavery was started, it was developed racially by Indians, not the Negros. The Indians succumbed rapidly to the excess labor demanded of them being the fact that they were many. It was easy for them to embrace slavery also due to insufficient diet and thus was unable to put them into the new life. 
     Capitalist divided the society into two; the poor and the rich. The rich were those that owned the means of production. The labor, on the other hand, depended on the rewards the got from providing their time to work for the rich to put food on the table. The Africans were highly populated and poor. As a result, they provided cheap labor for they were all fighting for a chance to get a job. There were only very few jobs available for them thus making them avail themselves for small rewards to afford to provide for their families. 
     Also, states that were superior in the military, they would easily win in wars and dominate weak nations. Therefore, Africans had a weak military system which led to them being defeated in wars. Being than various countries were into wars to look for a weak nation to dominate, the Africans fell victims of being slaves. Moreover, the African slaves were not affected by some diseases that had attacked the whites. Therefore, they were a perfect fit to work as compared to other whites. However, even though they were to get sick from this work or this exposure, the masters would never care for them but left to perish.
     Additionally, some Africans felt indebted to the whites for providing job opportunities which helped them take care of their families. They had to be loyal to them and work under their terms. This made them slaves in the plantations of the whites. Some agreed to sign a contract indented by law which bound them into submitting to the terms and conditions of their master. More to this, some Africans had huge debts to pay the whites and return they compensated with free or cheap labor.

Effects of Atlantic slave trade in Africa
     The slaves in Africa are almost in the proportion of three to one compared to freemen. Most of these Africans claimed they are not well rewarded for their services. They were only provided with food and clothing. They were treated with severity by their masters. However, those that were inborn or the domestic slaves were treated with more lenity compared to those purchased by money. The master's authority on the domestic slaves was polite, and they had to present the slaves on a public trial before selling them off. 
     Slaves had no rights according to the law. Therefore, they had nobody to report to when ill-treated or handled with violence. Therefore, no law defended them in case they reported. Ones purchased by their masters, they were owed wholly. Their owners would sell them according to their pleasure. Usually, the value of an African slave in the eye of an African purchaser increased with the same proportion of the distance from his kingdom. 
     Africans were made slaves in their territory. Others were transported from their native kingdoms to strange cities. It used to be easy for them to escape when around their native territories but it became difficult when close to the nation where they were to be sold. Whenever an escaped slave was caught, he used to be sold from one nation to another until he loses hopes of returning to his native kingdom.
     Slaves were divided into two classes; first, slaves from birth that was born by mothers who are already into slavery. Second, slaves who are born free that ended being a slave. The slaves from birth were numerous, and therefore they were used in wars. The men of free condition had an advantage over these slaves for they were well mounted and armed and had hopes of escaping while alive. On the other hand, slaves used spears and bows in wars with bags full of baggage during the war. 
     African slaves could not win in wars due to insolvency, famine and being held in captivity for crimes. The act of being taken to war was slavery by itself since when the other nation defeated them; they would take the slaves into captives and make them their slaves. Owning a lot f slave was equated to economic power. The more a nation acquired slaves, the stronger the nation became. They would now afford to dominate other weaker nations. 
     African slaves lived according to the terms of their masters. They had children if the master wanted them to and married through the consent of their master. The intent of the master would increase the number of slaves to maintain and protect his territories, therefore; he only encouraged African intermarrying within themselves without the mix of races. Children would grow up in the same environment and become slaves like their parents later. However, large families were exposed to increased wants which would be difficult to sustain. This resulted in African having limited authority over their families. They, therefore, opted to sell some of the family members to put food on the table. Their masters ensured they enslaved them before they were forty years of age. At this age, they were weak and dependent.
    The effects of the Atlantic slave trade on Africa were immense. It can be argued on a family, personal, continental and communal level. Slave trade did results in wars since slaves were used in wars to protect the territories of their masters. As a result, more individuals were captured and transported for a death toll. The young and the old would fall victims of deaths during these wars. These wars attracted calamities such as famine while lives were lost during military actions. As a result, the small and old age are left uncared for and left to starve to death.
     However, a large number of enslaved captives were destined to remain in their native nation. Others would be transported to the North across the Sahara. This is what led to the spread of the slave trade into different continents. As a result, there was a population pressure which led to social and political changes. The social relations were re-arranged, and the traditional values were subverted. Many slaves did relocate from slaver's route to areas with economic and technological development. However, both economic and technological changes failed to happen as they focused all their energy on defending themselves. In the end, a new leadership system was adopted which was disorganized, vulnerable and more rigid in the hierarchical structure.
Effects in the Americas and Europe
    The slave trade also left a legacy of violence in Europe and in Americans. Usually, the degree of power was more concentrated in the hands of the few like the North America who was the slave owners. Their main focus was on maximizing profits and provides excessive punishments, sexual abuse and more and more exploitation. Rape was common and other sexual assaults. Kingship was disregarded for children paternity since their status reflected the same status as the enslaved mothers no matter whom the father of the child was or had compared to the rest. Slave owners then overworked their slaves without paying them and used them as chattel. 
     It is was clear that the Africans wanted to escape and resting from continuous violence and physical abuse. Some tried to avoid through violent rebellion, forced migration and escaping. Others would rebel from changing religious beliefs and cultures. They could not find the European norms adaptable to them. Nevertheless, they were forced to do things that were contrary to what they were used to in their native territory.
     Unlike any other enslave system, the racial distinction made it easy to enslave Africans. Just as quoted by Eric Williams, "Slavery was not born of racism: rather, racism was the consequence of slavery… the origin of Negro slavery was economic, not racial; it had to do not with the color of the cheapness of the labor." The Africans were referred to as black or Negros. There was an official race caste system established as a result of race distinction. Some found it easy to transform which they did to avoid more physical harm.
     Generally, the issue of racism brought into inequality. Usually, the whites would only support each other in markets and protecting their territory. As a result, it created oppression and more racism. The African agrees to conform to this new culture created both political and economic imbalance in the economy. It hugely impacted the type of music, language, art, dance, religion and cuisine through enduring news ways.
     Last but not least, the slave trade increased agricultural production in the south. Without the presence of slaves, the agricultural economics of Europe it meant a real struggle. A lot of Africans were uprooted from their native territory to protect their land and their agricultural produce for the market or consumption.
Africans and abolition
     Africans showed resistance in the corporation in conforming to new cultures and norms for a while, and some of them looked for a way to abolish trade. Some other slaves preferred being killed than being taken advantage by the Americans and Europe. Others were mistreated until they had nothing to hold on to like family. Most of them had deserted their native homes, therefore, had no other alternative but look for ways to abolish the slave trade.
     Last but not least, some few African leaders took the initiative to get their fellows to form prisons and set them free. Others spread religion to other Africans at the same time inciting them to fight back the Americans and Europe. With time, they were a good number which was enough to enforce the abolition of slavery on Africans.
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